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that she could not participate in a war in which England and France should figure as the joint adversaries of the states included in the Triple Alliance. The fact that Germany, and likewise Austria-Hungary under the influence of Germany, refused to take cognizance of this declaration, which was incompatible with the contents of the treaty, did not alter the fact that Italy from that time on moved away from her allies and entered upon a course which gradually led her into the camp of their enemies.
The treaty of the Triple Alliance was, indeed, twice renewed in unchanged form, in 1902 and 1912; likewise the protocol of 1891, although the latter, in so far as it had reference to England, became less and less in harmony with the actual facts through the widening divergences between Germany and England. Furthermore, Italy succeeded in inducing Austria-Hungary to attach a declaration to the treaty of 1902, in which Austria-Hungary expressed the willingness to give her ally a free hand in Tripoli. Moreover, in a second protocol to the treaty of 1912, Austria-Hungary recognized the sovereignty of Italy over Tripoli, and confirmed the agreements made with Italy in 1901 and 1909 concerning Balkan questions, and particularly concerning Albania. All other demands of the ally that had now become untrustworthy were rejected by the Central Powers.
The assertion, often made, that the treaties of the Triple Alliance also contained definite military stipulations, is incorrect. Article 5 of the Treaty of 1882, which has hitherto remained unknown, merely stated that the allies, at the moment when danger of war threatened, should agree in due season upon the military measures necessary for joint operations. And it rested here; no further dispositions are to be found in any of the later treaties of the Triple Alliance.
However, as may be seen from the following statements, a number of special military agreements were made in the course of time. On February i, 0:888, a military convention was concluded between Italy and Germany, which contemplated the employment of Italian troops against France to the west of the Rhine. A similar agreement between Austria-Hungary and Italy, with referenced to the employment of Italian troops in the